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I welcome the announcement by the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel of
an agreement between Sudan and South Sudan on oil revenue. This agreement opens the door
to a future of greater prosperity for the people of both countries. The leaders of Sudan and
South Sudan deserve congratulations for reaching agreement and finding compromise on such
an important issue, and I applaud the efforts of the international community, which came
together to encourage and support the parties in finding a resolution. In particular, I am
grateful for the work of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel, led byPresident
Thabo Mbeki, for its determined and skilled leadership in bringing about this agreement. I am
also encouraged by the announcement of a possible agreement on humanitarian access to
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile and urge the immediate implementation of this agreement
to provide urgently needed humanitarian assistance to people in these areas.

The United States will continue to support efforts to advance a lasting peace for the
people of Sudan and South Sudan. I encourage the parties to build on the momentum created
by these breakthroughs to resolve remaining border and security issues.

NOTE: The statement referred to President Umar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir of Sudan; President
Salva Kiir Mayardit of South Sudan; and former President Thabo Mvuyelwa Mbeki of South
Africa.
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